
Military/War 
 
Band of Brothers: E Company, 506th Regiment, 101st Airborne from Normandy to Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest – 

Ambrose, Stephen 
 Describes the combat life of Easy Company 506th Regiment, 101 Airborne over France and Germany in 

World War II from 1942 to 1945. 
 
Bite of the Mango – Mariatu Kamara and Susan McClellan 
 The author, who lived in a small rural village in Sierra Leone, recounts how tasting the nectar of a 

mango gave her the will to live after surviving a brutal attack by heavily armed rebel soldiers and living 
in a refugee camp. 

 
Black Hawk Down: A Story of Modern War – Bowden, Mark 
 A narrative of how ninety-nine elite American soldiers find themselves trapped in Mogadishu, Somalia, 

and how they fought their way out during Operation Restore Hope. 
 
Blind Man’s Bluff: the Untold Story of American Submarine Espionage – Sontag, Sherry and Drew, Christopher 
      with Drew, Annette Lawrence. 
 This is the exciting, epic story of adventure, ingenuity, courage and disaster beneath the sea from the end 

of World War II to the present day. 
  
Chosen Soldier: The Making of a Special Forces Warrior – Couch, Dick 
 Describes the training of an Army Special Forces soldier focusing on the selection process, field 

exercises, technical training, and in-depth language courses. Is accompanied by colorful illustrations 
which demonstrate the Special Forces rigorous training. 

 
Courage Has No Color: The True Story of the Triple Nickles – Stone, Tanya Lee 
 Traces the history of America's first African-American paratroopers called the "Triple Nickles" who 

trained during World War II. Includes photographs, a timeline, and resources. 
 
Dead Wake: the Last Crossing of the Lusitania – Erik Larson 
 Provides and in-depth examination of the sinking of the Lusitania, and discusses its role in WWI, 

specifically how it caused the U.S. to enter the war, and the factors that converged resulting in a naval 
disaster. Describes the experiences of passengers, politicians, newspaper reporters and naval captains. 

 
The Finish: The Killing of Osama Bin Laden – Bowden, Mark 
 Describes the search for Osama bin Laden and the mission that resulted in his death. Discusses bin 

Laden himself, surveillance and intelligence reports, the mission's strategy and risks, and its completion. 
Based on extensive reporting, research, and interviews with President Obama, security staff, former 
SEALS, and others. 

 
Ghost Soldiers: the Epic Account of WWII’s Greatest Rescue Mission – Sides, Hampton 
 Describes the mission to rescue 513 American soldiers and British POWs who were held behind enemy 

lines near the end of the war. 
 
Ghosts in the Fog: The Untold Story of Alaska’s WWII Invasion – Seiple, Samantha 
 Reveals the true story kept classified by the U.S. government for decades after World War II about the 

Japanese invasion and occupation of the Aleutian Islands in Alaska shortly after Pearl Harbor. Includes 
photos and an index. 

 
 
 



Lone Survivor: The Eyewitness Account of Operation Redwing and the Lost Heroes of Seal Team 10 – Luttrell, 
Marcus and Robinson, Patrick 

 Marcus Luttrell, fire team leader and sole survivor of Operation Redwing, reflects on his struggle to 
survive in the mountainous Afghanistan-Pakistan border after firefight killed his teammates and 
wounded Luttrell. 

 
Lost Boy, Lost Girl: Escaping Civil War in Sudan - Dau, John Bul 
 John Bul Dau and Martha Arual Akech provide a memoir of their experiences during the Sudanese civil 

war, discussing how they struggled to survive amidst the fighting and death that surrounded them until 
finally being able to find new lives for themselves in America. 

 
The Nazi Hunters: How a Team of Spies and Survivors Captured the World’s Most Notorious Nazi - Bascomb, 

Neal 
 Details the efforts of government spies and survivors of the Holocaust to hunt down Adolf Eichmann 

and make him pay for his crimes during World War II. Details the struggles the team devoted to finding 
Eichmann had to endure and how he was eventually brought to justice. 

 
Soldier Girls: the Battles of Three Women at Home and War – Thorpe, Helen 
 Follows the lives of three women over the course of twelve years exploring their service in the military, 

experiences in overseas combat, challenges with maintaining connections with their families, and 
difficulties with resuming life as civilians. 

 
13 Hours: the Inside Account of What Really Happened in Benghazi – Zuckoff, Mitchell with the Annex  
     Security Team 
 A harrowing account from the brave men who fought back during the Battle of Benghazi, Lybia in 2012. 
 
Valkyrie: The Story of the Plot to Kill Hitler by its Last Member – Boeselager, Philipp Freiherr von 
 The author, a German military officer working for the German resistance, recounts his role in the secret 

plot, code-named Valkyrie, focused on assassinating Adolph Hitler during World War II. 
 
What it is Like to Go to War – Marlantes, Karl 
 Examines the nature of war through the eyes of Vietnam veteran Karl Marlantes, arguing that in the past 

soldiers had ritual, religion, and literature to prepare them for the ordeals of battle before the fighting 
ever started, and offers insights from Vietnam and his own personal readings of war literature, including 
Homer, "Mahabharata," and Carl Jung. 

 
 
  



History 
 
Blood Diamonds: Tracing the Deadly Path of the World’s Most Precious Stones – Greg Campbell 
 Provides information on the history and the inner workings of the diamond smuggling industry in Sierra 

Leone. 
 
Bloody Times: The Funeral of Abraham Lincoln and the Manhunt for Jefferson Davis – Swanson, James 
 Describes the assassination of Abraham Lincoln and the search for fleeing Confederate President 

Jefferson Davis. Provides an in-depth examination of Lincoln's autopsy and funeral, and discusses the 
surrender and later life of Davis. Includes a glossary of terms, and sources of further information. 

 
Bootleg: Murder, Moonshine, and the Lawless Years of Prohibition – Blumenthal, Karen   
 Chronicles the era of Prohibition, revealing how the ban on the production and sale of alcohol sparked 

one of the most crime-filled eras in American history. Spotlights some of the individuals whose 
lawlessness rose them to stardom in the eyes of many Americans. 

 
Boys Who Challenged Hitler: Knud Pedersen and the Churchill Club – Phillip Hoose 
 Examines the true story of Knud Pedersen and his schoolmates, all Danish boys, and how, when the 

Nazis invaded their country in WWII, they became ashamed of their nation’s leaders for not fighting 
back. Knud inspired his friends to start the Churchill Club, taking inspiration from the British leader, 
and began to sabotage the Germans in Denmark wherever they could. 

 
Chasing Lincoln’s Killer – Swanson, James 
 Comprehensively examines the assassination of Abraham Lincoln using rare archival material, 

manuscripts, and interviews with relatives of the conspirators and the manhunters. Discusses the pursuit 
and capture of John Wilkes Booth and provides a day-by-day account of the chase to find Booth and his 
accomplices. 

 
Devil in the Grove: Thurgood Marshall, the Groveland Boys, and the Dawn of a New America – King, Gilbert 
 Chronicles the 1949 court case of African-American lawyer Thurgood Marshall involving four black 

youths called the Groveland Boys who were falsely accused of a rape in Florida. Draws on never-
before-published materials from the FBI and the NAACP. 

 
Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair that Changed America – Larson, Erik 
 Details the preparations for and attractions of the 1893 World's Fair in Chicago including information on 

the man who ran the World Fair Hotel, a building he used to lure young women to their deaths. 
 
An Edible History of Humanity – Standage, Tom 
 Details the ways in which food has impacted human development throughout the ages and highlights 

food's potential as a means of inciting social change, political organization, military conflict, and 
economic expansion. Highlights a wide range of major world events that have been caused in some way 
by food and examines how they have helped shape the modern face of societies around the world. 

 
The Explorer Gene: How Three Generations of One Family Went Higher, Deeper and Further than Any Before 

Cheshire, Tom 
 Explores three generations of the Piccard family, a family famous for its explorers and inventors, from 

Auguste Piccard, the first human to enter the stratosphere in a balloon, to his son Jacques--the first 
person to reach the bottom of the Mariana Trench--and grandson Bertrand, who was the first person to 
fly around the world in a balloon, non-stop. 

 
 
 



The Family Romanov: Murder, Rebellion and the Fall of Imperial Russia – Fleming, Candace 
 Examines the rise and fall of Tsar Nicholas II of Russia and his family, contrasting their lives to those of 

their poor subjects. Discusses each family member, the events prior to and after their fall from grace and 
the family’s murder. Includes photographs, first-person accounts, and information on the family’s 
remains. 

  
Flesh and Blood So Cheap: The Triangle Fire and Its Legacy – Marrin, Albert 
 Chronicles the origin, spread, and impact of the 1911 Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire and discusses how 

it reflected upon and motivated changes for immigrants' rights and standards of life in the early 
twentieth century. Features black-and-white photographs throughout. 

 
Ghost Map: the Story of London’s Most Terrifying Epidemic and How it Changed Science, Cities, and 
     the Modern World – Johnson, Steven 

Examines London’s cholera epidemic in 1854 as a result of population growth and lack of infrastructure 
for garbage removal, clean water and sewers. Describes the actions of Reverend Henry Whitehead and 
Dr. John Snow in fighting the crisis. 

 
Harlem Nocturne: Women Artists & Progressive Politics during World War II – Griffin, Farah Jasmine 
 Examines the lives and artistry of three black women--Ann Petry, Pearl Primus, and Mary Lou 

Williams--living in Harlem during World War II and how they worked to lay the groundwork for the 
civil rights movement through their art. 

 
A History of the World in 6 Glasses – Standage, Tom 
 Profiles the six drinks that have had the greatest influence on history, agriculture, urban development, 

and globalization. Describes how humanity, from the Stone Age to the twenty-first century, has 
developed with the aid of beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, and cola. Includes tales about beer paid as a 
wage, wine as a main export, spirits as a cause of the slave trade, coffee as a source of intellectual 
exchange, tea as a requirement of British society, and cola as a worldwide phenomenon. 

 
In the Garden of Beasts: Love, Terror, and an American Family in Hitler’s Berlin – Larson, Erik 
 When William Dodd becomes the first American ambassador to Germany in 1933, he moves his wife 

and flamboyant daughter to Berlin. There they witness Hitler's rise to power and at first are fascinated 
with the glamorous world of the Nazi elite, until they start witnessing the steadily increasing violence, 
murder, and censorship of the regime. 

 
Isaac’s Storm: A Man, a Time, and the Hurricane in History – Larson, Erik 
 Using weatherman Isaac Cline's letters, telegrams, and reports, this book examines the events 

surrounding the worst hurricane in American history and the human arrogance that failed to recognize it. 
 
King Leopold’s Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa – Hochschild, Adam 
 The story of King Leopold II of Belgium's looting of the territory surrounding the Congo River and 

brutalization of its people. 
 
Krakatoa: The Day the World Exploded: August 27, 1883 – Winchester, Simon 
 Describes the far-reaching effects of the Krakatoa volcanic eruption of 1883. 
 
Life Along the Silk Road – Whitfield, Susan 

Offers a look at the history of the Silk Road as a trade route from AD 750 to 1000 through the personal 
experiences of its travelers. 

 
 
 



The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11 – Wright, Lawrence 
A narrative account of the events leading up to 9/11 and the people and ideas involved. Explores the 
lives of four men and how they become intertwined: al-Qaeda leaders Osama bin Laden and Ayman al-
Zawahiri; FBI counterterrorism chief John O'Neill; and former head of Saudi intelligence, Prince Turki 
al-Faisal. 

 
The Lost Cause: The Trials of Frank and Jesse James – Muehlberger, James P. 
 Tells the story of the rise, pursuit, and prosecution of Jesse James' outlaw gang. Describes one crime 

committed by Jesse James in particular, in which he murdered a Missouri bank teller, and reveals that 
the motivation behind this crime was revenge rather than theft. Discusses how efforts to prosecute Jesse 
and his brother, Frank, after this crime would mark the beginning of a long investigation that would 
eventually mark their downfall. 

 
Manhunt: The Twelve Day Chase for Lincoln’s Killer – Swanson, James 
 The murder of Abraham Lincoln set off the greatest manhunt in American history. From April 14 to 

April 26, 1865, the assassin led Union cavalry and detectives on a wild twelve-day chase through the 
streets of Washington, D.C., across the swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia, while the 
nation, still reeling from the just-ended Civil War, watched in horror. A Confederate sympathizer and a 
member of a celebrated acting family, John Wilkes Booth threw away his fame and wealth for a chance 
to avenge the South's defeat. Based on rare archival materials, obscure trial transcripts, and Lincoln's 
own blood relics, this book is a fully documented work, but it is also a tale of murder, intrigue, and 
betrayal, an hour-by-hour account told through the eyes of the hunted and the hunters. 

 
Massacre in Memphis: The Race Riot that Shook the Nation One Year After the Civil War – Ash, Stephen 

Charts the aftermath of the 1866 race riots in Memphis Tennessee, charting the nation's response to the 
violence and how common citizens reacted. Reveals how these riots resulted in Congress' passing of 
Radical reconstruction policies that would forever transform American history and the fate of the South. 

 
Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History of the Vietnam War – Sheinkin, Steve 

Highlights seven years in Daniel Ellsberg’s life when he went from being a trusted government insider 
to being declared “the most dangerous man in America.” Examines the events surrounding Ellsberg’s 
exposure of the Pentagon Papers, a 7,000 page document that uncovered the secret history of the 
Vietnam War that would forever change the relationship between American citizens and the government 
officials they put their faith in to represent their interests. 

 
Pirate Hunters: Treasure, Obsession, and the Search for a Legendary Pirate Ship – Kurson, Robert 

Finding and identifying a pirate ship is the hardest thing to do under the sea. But two men--John 
Chatterton and John Mattera--are willing to risk everything to find the Golden Fleece, the ship of the 
infamous pirate Joseph Bannister. At large during the Golden Age of Piracy in the seventeenth century, 
Bannister should have been immortalized in the lore of the sea--his exploits more notorious than 
Blackbeard's, more daring than Kidd's. But his story, and his ship, have been lost to time. They must 
travel the globe in search of historic documents and accounts of the great pirate's exploits, face down 
dangerous rivals, battle the tides of nations and governments and experts. But it's only when they learn 
to think and act like pirates--like Bannister--that they become able to go where no pirate hunters have 
gone before. 

 
The Professor and the Madman: A Tale of Murder, Insanity, and the Making of the Oxford English Dictionary – 

Winchester, Simon 
 Documents the making of the Oxford English Dictionary under the direction of Professor James Murray. 

Starting in 1857, Murray collected definitions to create the dictionary and make literary history. He 
discovered that more than 10,000 of them came from one man, Dr. W.C. Minor. When the committee 
decided to honor Dr. Minor, it discovered that he was an insane asylum inmate. 



 
River of Doubt: Theodore Roosevelt’s Darkest Journey – Millard, Candice 
 Chronicles the journey of Theodore Roosevelt down the River of Doubt in the Amazon. After his 

unsuccessful bid for reelection in 1912, Roosevelt decided to embark on a tour of South America to 
conquer an uncharted territory of the Amazon River. Joined by his son, Kermit, Roosevelt and a 
Brazilian explorer survived a series of adventures and hardships that many of his contemporaries refused 
to believe. 

 
Savage Harvest: a Tale of Cannibals, Colonialism, and Michael Rockefeller’s Tragic Quest for Primitive Art –  
     Hoffman, Carl 
 Reexamines and presents new evidence regarding the disappearance of 23 year old art collector, Michael 

Rockefeller, the son of New York governor Nelson Rockefeller, in southwest New Guinea in 1961. 
 
Symphony for the City of the Dead: Dmitri Shostakovich and the Siege of Leningrad – Anderson, M.T. 
 Relates how the siege of Leningrad inspired composer Dmitri Shostakovich in his creation of “The 

Leningrad Symphony” which was then smuggled out of Russia to the U.S. where it helped to strengthen 
the Grand Alliance against the Axis powers during WWII. 

 
Thunderstruck – Larson, Erik 
 Presents the intertwining stories of Guglielmo Marconi and his quest to invent the first wireless 

transatlantic communication in Edwardian London, and the actions of an unlikely murderer, Hawley 
Crippen, whose crime is revealed through the invention. 

 
The Volcano Beneath the Snow: John Brown’s War Against Slavery – Marrin, Albert 
 Describes John Brown's life and controversial efforts to abolish slavery. Discusses his family, his radical 

work with abolitionists, the uprising at Harpers Ferry, and his trial and hanging. Also examines other 
events through the eyes of John Brown such as the civil rights movement and September 11th. Includes 
excerpts from writings, and archival photographs, maps, and documents. 

  



Adventure/Survival 
 
Adrift: Seventy-six Days Lost at Sea – Callahan, Steven 
 When Steven Callahan becomes stranded at sea by himself with very few provisions, he must go to 

extremes to survive. 
 
Devil’s Teeth: A True Story of Obsession and Survival Among America’s Great White Sharks – Casey, Susan 
 An account of journalist Susan Casey's encounters with great white sharks that gather each fall near the 

Farallon Islands off the northern California coast. Describes how she joined two biologists in the one 
habitable building on Southeast Farallon Island and, after her first encounter with the jaws of a shark, 
became obsessed with the creatures. 

 
Down the Great Unknown: John Wesley Powell’s 1869 Journey of Discovery and Tragedy Through the 
       Grand Canyon – Dolnick, Edward 
 The story of Powell’s journey through the unexplored Grand Canyon in 1869. 
 
Finest Hours: the True Story of a Heroic Sea Rescue – Tougias, Michael J. and Sherman, Casey 

Chronicle the 1952 sinking of two oil tankers in the Atlantic Ocean and the heroic rescue of the 
survivors by the U.S. Coast Guard. Includes black and white photographs. 

  
High Crimes: The Fate of Everest in an Age of Greed – Kodas, Michael 
 Exposes the criminal element that preys on adventurers seeking to climb Mount Everest. Describes 

thieves, prostitutes, con men, and blackmailers all out to profit off mountaineers any way they can. 
 
High Exposure: An Enduring Passion for Everest and Unforgiving Places – Breashears, David 
 Filmmaker and mountaineer David Breashears discusses why he is drawn to climbing. 
 
The Ice Master: the Doomed 1913 Voyage of the Karluk – Jennifer Niven 

An epic true tale of Arctic exploration drawing on the diaries of the crew members that were rescued 
and the crew members who perished on the Karluk’s ill-fated journey. 
 

Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mount Everest Disaster – Krakauer, Jon 
 When Jon Krakauer reached the summit of Mt. Everest in the early afternoon of May 10, 1996, he hadn't 

slept in fifty-seven hours and was reeling from the brain altering effects of oxygen depetion. As 
heturned to begin his long, dangerous dexcent from 29,028 feet, twenty other climbers were still pushing 
toward the top. No one had noticed that the sky had begun to fill with clouds. Six hours later and 3,000 
feet lower, in 70 knot winds and blinding snow, Krakauer collpased in his tent, freezing, hallucinating 
from exhaustion and hypoxia, but safe. The following morning he learned that six of his fellow climbers 
hadn't made it back to their camp and were in desparate struggle for their lives. 

 
On the Burning Edge: a Fateful Fire and the Men who Fought It – Dickman, Kyle 
 Chronicles the efforts of the firefighting crew of Arizona known as the Granite Mountain Hotshots to 

put out the massive 2013 fire that began with a single lightning strike on June 28th. Draws on a number 
of interviews with officials, family members of fallen fighters, and the lone survivor from behind the 
worst of the wildfire. 

 
Shot All to Hell: Jesse James, the Northfield Raid, and the Wild West’s Greatest Escape – Gardner, Mark Lee 
 Recounts the thrilling life of Jesse James, Frank James, the Younger brothers, and the most famous bank 

robbery of all time -- the Northfield raid -- which led to a two-week chase ending with the bloody final 
shootout on the Watonwan River. 

 
 



Snowstruck: In the Grip of Avalanches – Fredston, Jill 
 Describes the fury of avalanches in the mountains of Alaska covering how they are caused, where and 

when they will strike, and provides in-depth instruction to climbers on how to avoid disasters and stay 
alive. 

 
The Tiger: A True Tale of Vengeance and Survival – Vaillant, John 

John Vaillant chronicles the efforts of a group of hunters to track down a man-eating tiger in Russia's 
Far East in 1997. Along the way, Vaillant outlines the unique features of the region and the people who 
live there and provides full-color photographs. 

 
A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America on the Appalachian Trail – Bryson, Bill 
 While attempting to hike the Appalachian Trail from Georgia to Maine, the author and his companion 

discover its history and advocate its conservation. 
 
 
 
 
Art/Architecture 
 
Brunelleschi’s Dome: How a Renaissance Genius Reinvented Architecture – King, Ross 
 Contains the story of 15th century architect Brunelleschi and his 28 year conquest to construct the dome 

of Florence’s Santa Maria del Fiore. 
  



Mystery 
 
American Lightning: Terror, Mystery & the Birth of Hollywood -  Blum, Howard 
 In this masterpiece of narrative history, acclaimed author Howard Blum evokes the original "crime of 

the century" and an aftermath even more dramatic than the crime itself-a seminal episode in America's 
history that would spark national debate and draw into its orbit master sleuth William J. Burns, 
crusading lawyer Clarence Darrow, and industry-shaping filmmaker D. W. Griffith. 

 
Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair that Changed America – Larson, Erik 
 Details the preparations for and attractions of the 1893 World's Fair in Chicago including information on 

the man who ran the World Fair Hotel, a building he used to lure young women to their deaths. 
 
In Cold Blood: A True Account of a Multiple Murder and its Consequences – Capote, Truman 
 Recreates the slaying of the Clutter family of Kansas, and the capture, trial, and execution of their 

murderers. 
 
The Innocent Man – John Grisham 
 Ron Williamson is accused of murder in 1987 with little physical evidence. Are you really innocent until 

proven guilty? Do you believe in the death penalty? Do you believe the criminal justice system is fair? 
This story may change your answers to these questions. 

 
In the Garden of Beasts: Love, Terror, and an American Family in Hitler’s Berlin – Larson, Erik 
 When William Dodd becomes the first American ambassador to Germany in 1933, he moves his wife 

and flamboyant daughter to Berlin. There they witness Hitler's rise to power and at first are fascinated 
with the glamorous world of the Nazi elite, until they start witnessing the steadily increasing violence, 
murder, and censorship of the regime. 

 
The Lost City of Z: A Tale of Deadly Obsession in the Amazon – Grann, David 
 An investigation into the mysterious disappearance of British explorer Percy Fawcett's 1925 expedition 

into the Amazon searching for the lost city of Z. Describes how Fawcett sparked the imagination of 
many people who believed that the jungle hid the remains of an ancient civilization. Explores the clues 
he left behind to investigate both his disappearance and the mystery of Z. 

 
Thunderstruck – Larson, Erik 
 Presents the intertwining stories of Guglielmo Marconi and his quest to invent the first wireless 

transatlantic communication in Edwardian London, and the actions of an unlikely murderer, Hawley 
Crippen, whose crime is revealed through the invention. 

 
Trout: a True Story of Murder, Teens, and the Death Penalty – Kurneth, Jeff 
 Describes the Trout Auto Parts Murder in 1991when three teenaged boys were hired to kill Daniel 

Wells, an employee at Trout, and depicts the life-changing effect the senseless, impulsive crime had on 
all three boys. Studies adolescent crime and punishment and examines the legal and moral issues 
surrounding our juvenile justice system. 

 
Two Wheels Through Terror: Diary of a South American Motorcycle Odyssey – Heggstad, Glen 
 Presents the true story of Glen Heggstad’s 2001 motorcycle journey through South America and the 

ordeals he suffered when he was kidnapped and held for ransom by the Ejercito do Liberacion Nacional 
(ELN), Columbia’s deadliest rebel army. Includes photographs taken by the author of several South 
American locations. 

 
 
  



Sociology 
 
A Big Fat Crisis: The Hidden Forces Behind the Obesity Epidemic – And How We Can End It – Cohen, 

Deborah 
Examines the internal and external forces that are working together to make America obese. Offers 
recommendations and policy changes to end the obesity crisis in America. 

 
Anatomy of Innocence: Testimonies of the Wrongfully Convicted 
 Wrongful convictions, long regarded as statistical anomalies in an otherwise sound justice system, now 

appear with frightening regularity. But few people understand just how or why they happen and, more 
important, the immeasurable consequences that often haunt the lucky few who are acquitted, years after 
they are proven innocent. Now, in this groundbreaking anthology, fourteen exonerated inmates narrate 
their stories to a roster of high-profile mystery and thriller writers―including Lee Child, Sara Paretsky, 
Laurie R. King, Jan Burke and S. J. Rozan―while another exoneree’s case is explored in a previously 
unpublished essay by legendary playwright Arthur Miller. An astonishing and unique collaboration, 
these testimonies bear witness to the incredible stories of innocent men and women who were convicted 
of serious crimes and cast into the maw of a vast and deeply flawed American criminal justice system 
before eventually, and miraculously, being exonerated. 

 
Branded by the Pink Triangle – Setterington, Ken 
 Chronicles the history of Nazi persecution of homosexuals in the 1930s and 40s. Examines how 

homosexuals were treated under the Nazi regime and details the efforts of individuals to counter the 
Nazis' hate and fight for human rights 

 
Burning Down the House: The End of Juvenile Prison – Bernstein, Nell 
 In what the San Francisco Chronicle called “an epic work of investigative journalism that lays bare our 

nation's brutal and counterproductive juvenile prisons and is a clarion call to bring our children home," 
Nell Bernstein eloquently argues that there is no good way to lock up a child. Making the radical 
argument that state-run detention centers should be abolished completely, her “passionate and 
convincing" (Kirkus) book points out that our system of juvenile justice flies in the face of everything 
we know about what motivates young people to change. 

 
Carly’s Voice: Breaking Through Autism – Fleischmann, Arthur 
 Describes the story of Carly Fleischmann, who was diagnosed with autism at age two and predicted to 

never gain mental capabilities beyond those of a small child. Her father chronicles his efforts to connect 
with her and reveals the development she has had since age ten, when it was discovered she could use a 
computer to communicate with others 

 
Columbine – Cullen, Dave 
 Provides a comprehensive account of the Columbine High School shooting and the investigation that 

followed drawing on hundreds of interviews, police files, FBI psychologists, and the killers' tapes and 
diaries. 

 
The Dark Game: True Spy Stories – Janeczko, Paul B. 
 A collection of accounts of espionage activities for and against the United States from George 

Washington's spy network to cyber espionage of modern times. Describes the work of such spies as 
Benedict Arnold, Mata Hari, and double agents Aldrich Ames and Robert Hanssen. 

 
Data and Goliath: The Hidden Battles to Collect Your Data and Control Your World – Schneier, Bruce 
 Investigates the danger of online surveillance and breaches of privacy, describing how Google can 

almost know what individuals are thinking based on their search history, and how Facebook can 



accurately guess sexual orientation without a user specifying it. Offers warnings about where such a 
surveillance state could take society in the future, and offers advice for how to reform business models 
to retain individuals' privacy. 

 
The Devil’s Highway – Luis Alberto Urrea 
 This is the story of 26 men who, in 2001, attempted to cross the Mexican border into the desert of 

southern Arizona known as the Devil’s Highway. Only twelve of them made it out. 
 
Enrique’s Journey – Sonia Nazario 
 The true and heartbreaking story of 16 yr. old Enrique who sets off on a journey alone to find his mother 

who left her starving family in  Honduras to find work in the U.S. hoping to make money to send home. 
 
 
Five Days at Memorial: Life and Death in a Storm Ravaged Hospital – Fink, Sheri 
 At New Orleans Memorial Medical Center there is an investigation into allegations of doctors using 

drugs to speed the passing of triage patients in the wake of Hurricane Katrina when the hospital staff 
was overwhelmed with difficulties due to the storm. 

 
Flood of Lies: The St. Rita’s Nursing Home Tragedy – Cobb Jr., James A. 
 Describes the case against Sal and Mabel Mangano who were charged with the murder of thirty-five 

elderly people who died when the nursing home the Manganos owned was hit by Hurricane Katrina. The 
author, the Manganos' defense attorney, discusses the sensationalized reports, rumors, and hearsay that 
almost convicted the couple; but instead the truth revealed that the very government prosecuting the 
couple was responsible for the residents' deaths. 

 
Gang Leader for a Day: A Rogue Sociologist Takes to the Streets – Venkatesh, Sudhir 
 Sudhir Venkatesh describes how, after entering a housing project while conducting a survey for college, 

he befriended a gang leader and gained unprecedented access to the underworld of crime inherent in 
Chicago. 

 
Hidden Girl: the True Story of a Modern Day Slave – Hall, Shyima and Wysocky, Lisa 
 Presents the memoir of Shyima Hall who was a child slave to a wealthy family in Egypt before being 

smuggled into America where an anonymous tip freed her at 12 years old. Describes her efforts to 
rescue others from human trafficking. 

 
How Does it Feel to be a Problem: Being Young and Arab in America – Bayoumi, Moustafa 
 Seven Arab and Muslim men and women describe what it is like living in the United States today and 

reveal how they seek to create successful lives for themselves, even when they are commonly mistaken 
for enemies 

 
Hunting Season: Immigration and Murder in an All-American Town -  Ojito, Mirta 
 Investigates the rise of hatred and bigotry towards Latinos in the United States since 2008, beginning 

with the murder of Marcelo Lucero, a thirty-seven-year-old Ecuadorean immigrant, undocumented, who 
was beaten and killed by Long Island teenagers as part of their weekly entertainment. 

 
In the Garden of Beasts: Love, Terror, and an American family in Hitler’s Berlin – Erik Larson 
 When William Dodd becomes the first ambassador to Hitler’s Germany in 1933, he moves his wife and 

flamboyant daughter to Berlin. There they witness Hitler’s rise to power and, at first, are fascinated with 
the glamorous world of the Nazi elite, until they start witnessing the steadily increasing violence, 
murder, and censorship of the regime. 

 
 



Just Like Us: The True Story of Four Mexican Girls Coming of Age in America – Thorpe, Helen 
 An account of four high school friends from Mexico who have spent most of their lives in the United 

States. Explores how the two girls who were brought across the border illegally and the two girls who 
are legal residents have the same hopes and dreams despite very different opportunities. 

 
Lean In: Women, Work, and the Will to Lead – Standberg, Sheryl 
 Considers why women are still underrepresented in leadership positions in the United States and 

explains the causes of this trend. Provides a framework that will help women to reach greater heights 
and become leaders in the realms of government and industry. 

 
Missoula: Rape and the Justice System in a College Town – Krakauer, Jon 
 Examines a series of sexual assaults in Montana between 2010 and 2012, with focus on the experiences 

of the victims, the lack of an appropriate response by law enforcement, and the backlash victims faced 
from some members of the university community and the city. Also discusses the prevalence of rape and 
the ineffective systems in place for investigating rapes and prosecuting rapists. 

 
Moonwalking with Einstein: The Art and Science of Remembering Everything – Foer, Joshua 
 Describes ancient techniques of memorization that have become almost extinct and applies them to 

improving your memory. Suggests that successful techniques rely on imagination as much as 
determination by converting numbers into images that are stored in the "rooms" of imaginary structure.  

 
Nine Parts of Desire: the Hidden World of Islamic Women – Brooks, Geraldine 
 Examines the life of Muslim women, and the often contradictory political, religious, and cultural forces 

that shape their lives. 
 
On the Run in Siberia – Willerslev, Rane 
 When a corrupt corporation monopolizes the fur trade in the Siberian taiga, their monopoly forces the 

native Yukaghir people into servitude. Rane Willerslev arrives to negotiate a fair trade cooperative, but 
soon learns the company will stop at nothing to maintain its monopoly, forcing Rane to take drastic 
action. 

 
No Place to Hide: Edward Snowden, the NSA, and the U.S. Surveillance State – Greenwald, Glen 
 The author describes his meeting with Edward Snowden in Hong Kong and Snowden's revelation of the 

NSA's extensive spying that sparked international debate over national security and privacy. Also scolds 
the media for avoiding negative reporting on the government and their disservice to the people, and 
suggests reforms for protecting democracy in the digital age. 

 
The Pact: Three Young Men Make a Promise and Fulfill a Dream – Davis, Sampson 
 A true story of three African American boys from New Jersey who make a pact of friendship to support 

each other until all three graduate as doctors. 
 
Real Doctor Will See You Shortly: a Physician’s First Year – McCarthy, Matt 

Examines the author’s tumultuous first year as a doctor-in-training at a New York hospital. Describes 
his challenges, triumphs, and revelations about himself and the field of medicine. 
  

Rez Life: An Indian’s Journey Through Reservation Life – Treuer, David 
 Provides information about growing up on a reservation from the author's personal experience and 

depicts the history of reservations, how they have changed, and what daily life on the reservation is like 
today. Describes some of the injustices and hardships inflicted on Native Americans and illustrates the 
resilience and family bonds that helped them survive. 

 
 



Riding the Black Cockatoo – Daniels, John 
 Presents the story of how the skull of an Aboriginal man, found on the banks of the Murray River over 

forty years ago, came to be returned to his Wamba Wamba descendants. 
 
Tears We Cannot Stop: A Sermon to White America – Dyson, Michael Eric 
  Writer, pastor, and activist Michael Eric Dyson offers personal recollections, cultural analysis, and a 

review of current events to challenge readers regarding race relations in modern America. Dyson argues 
that if we are to make real racial progress we must face difficult truths, including being honest about 
how black grievance has been ignored, dismissed, or discounted. 

 
What Should We Be Worried About? : Real Scenarios That Keep Scientists Up At Night – Brockman, John 
 A variety of influential experts in fields such as science, philosophy, psychology, and economics discuss 

what they fear, including the rise of superstition, a coming virtual abyss, the possibility of a major 
internet breakdown, and the loss of manual skills. 

 
White Rage: The Unspoken Truth of Our Racial Divide – Anderson, Carol 
 From the Civil War to our combustible present, White Rage reframes our continuing conversation about 

race, chronicling the powerful forces opposed to black progress in America. As Ferguson, Missouri, 
erupted in August 2014, and media commentators across the ideological spectrum referred to the angry 
response of African Americans as “black rage,” historian Carol Anderson wrote a remarkable op-ed 
in The Washington Post suggesting that this was, instead, "white rage at work. With so much attention 
on the flames," she argued, "everyone had ignored the kindling." 

 
Zeitoun – Eggars, Dave 
 Provides information about the impact of Hurricane Katrina on Syrian-born Abdulrahman Zeitoun and 

his wife, Kathy. Depicts the true story of their experience with racism and xenophobia in post-Katrina 
New Orleans when he was imprisoned and accused of being a member of Al-Qaeda. 

 
 
  



Religion 
 
After the Prophet: The Epic Story of the Sunni-Shia Split in Islam – Hazleton, Leslie 
 Examines the history of the Shia-Sunni divide in Islam stemming from the conflict over who would 

succeed Muhammad as leader of the Muslim people. Describes how Muhammad's favorite wife, Aisha, 
led an army against his son-in-law, Ali. Discusses how the final breaking point came when Sunni 
soldiers killed seventy-two soldiers led by Ali's son, Hussein. 

 
The Power of Myth – Joseph Campbell with Bill Moyers 
 Conversations between Joseph Campbell and Bill Moyers, a television journalist, discussing mythology 

and our ties to the past. 
 
Going Clear: Scientology, Hollywood, and the Prison of Belief – Wright, Lawrence 
 Explores the origins and growth of Scientology and chronicles this movement's efforts to be accepted as 

a real religion. Profiles the key players responsible for shaping Scientology and discusses how it 
persevered following the death of its founder, L. Ron Hubbard. Features revelations from interviews 
with Scientologists past and present. 

 
Under the Banner of Heaven: A Story of Violent Faith – Krakauer, Jon 
 Examines Mormon fundamentalism through the stories of Ron and Dan Lafferty who said they recieved 

a message from God instructing them to kill and of Elizabeth Smart, who was abducted at the age of 
fourteen and forced to marry her polygamous captor. 

 
The Year of Living Biblically: One Man’s Humble Quest to Follow the Bible as Literally as Possible – Jacobs, 

A. J. 
 An account of the author's attempt to follow the Bible as literally as possible for a full year. He adheres 

to little-known Biblical rules such as playing a ten-string harp and stoning adulterers. He also visits a 
cross-section of communities that interpret the Bible literally such as the Pennsylvania Amish and 
Hasidic Jews. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Technology 
 
Data and Goliath: The Hidden Battles to Collect Your Data and Control Your World – Schneier, Bruce 
 Investigates the danger of online surveillance and breaches of privacy, describing how Google can 

almost know what individuals are thinking based on their search history, and how Facebook can 
accurately guess sexual orientation without a user specifying it. Offers warnings about where such a 
surveillance state could take society in the future, and offers advice for how to reform business models 
to retain individuals' privacy. 

 
 
Final Jeopardy: Man vs. Machine and the Quest to Know Everything – Baker, Stephen 
 Follows the quest of a team of scientists to develop a computer so intelligent that it can beat the best of 

champions in the "Jeopardy" quiz show. 
 
Geeks: How Two Lost Boys Rode the Internet out of Idaho – Katz, Jon 
 Follows two outcasts as they make a place for themselves in the new culture of the internet. 
 
 
How to Build an Android: The True Story of Philip K. Dick’s Robotic Resurrection – Duffy, David F. 
 The stranger-than-fiction story of the creation and loss of an artificially intelligent android of science-

fiction writer Philip K. Dick. Readers get a fascinating inside look at the scientists and technology that 
made this amazing android possible. 

 
How We Got to Now: Six Innovations That Made the Modern World – Johnson, Steven 
 Explores the history and effects of six inventions that have helped shape modern society. 
 
My Start-Up Life – Casnocha, Ben 

Written by a 19 yr. old entrepreneur about the ups and downs of the entrepreneurial life and the 
sacrifices necessary to pursue a vision. He shares tools for starting your own business or becoming the 
CEO of your own life. 

Spare Parts: Four Undocumented Teenagers, One Ugly Robot, and the Battle for the American Dream – 
     Davis,Joshua 

Presents an account of four Mexican-American teenagers’ efforts to build an underwater robot for a 
NASA sponsored robotics project, and their unexpected win despite the fact that they lived in poverty 
and fear of having their illegal immigration status discovered. Also chronicles the anti-immigration 
sentiments and racism they experienced after winning, and their efforts to establish lives for themselves 
in America. 

  



Sports 
 
Beast: Blood, Struggle, and Dreams at the Heart of Mixed Martial Arts – Merlino, Doug 

Follows the lives of four mixed martial arts fighters for two years as they train at one of the sport’s elite 
gyms in Florida. Shares an intimate look at their lives inside and outside the ring. Looking beyond their 
training, exposes the psyche of the fighters, examining the motives that drive the athletes in this hard 
core and brutal sport. 
 

Between a Rock and a Hard Place – Ralston, Aron 
 Aron Ralston recounts his story of survival and rescue after being trapped for six days in the Utah 

canyonlands after a falling boulder pinned his right hand and wrist to the canyon wall. Reveals how he 
used his video camera to say goodbye to family and friends and reflect on his life, leading to a divine 
inspiration that eventually saved his life. 

 
Bird at the Buzzer: UConn, Notre Dame, and a Women’s Basketball Classic – Goldberg, Jeff 
 Chronicles the events and key individuals of the 2001 women's college basketball season, which 

culminated in the University of Connecticut and Notre Dame facing off in a high stakes championship 
game. 

 
Born to Run: A Hidden Tribe, Superathletes, and the Greatest Race the World Has Never Seen 

McDougall, Christoper 
 Describes the author's search to find a tribe of the world's greatest distance runners in order to learn their 

secrets. Examines the reclusive Tarahumara Indians of Mexico who, for centuries, have practiced 
techniques allowing them to run hundreds of miles without rest 

 
Death Row All Stars: A Story of Baseball, Corruption, and Murder – Kazanjian, Howard 
 Presents the story of the Rawlins based Wyoming Penitentiary Death Row All Stars baseball team, 

which was formed in the early twentieth century, composed of prison inmates, and competed with other 
baseball teams from across the country. 

 
Deep: Freediving, Renegade Science, and What the Ocean Tells Us About Ourselves – Nestor, James 
 Journalist James Nestor explores the world of freediving and the science that allows humans and other 

animals to dive below the surface of water for longer than anticipated or expected.  
 
Dust Bowl Girls: The Inspiring Story of the Team that Barnstormed Its Way to Basketball Glory – Reeder, Lydia 
 At the height of the Great Depression, Sam Babb, the charismatic basketball coach of tiny Oklahoma 

Presbyterian College, began dreaming. Like so many others, he wanted a reason to have hope. Traveling 
from farm to farm, he recruited talented, hardworking young women and offered them a chance at a 
better life: a free college education if they would come play for his basketball team, the Cardinals. 
Despite their fears of leaving home and the sacrifices faced by their families, the women followed Babb 
and his dream. He shaped the Cardinals into a formidable team, and something extraordinary began to 
happen: with passion for the game and heartfelt loyalty to one another and their coach, they won every 
game. Combining exhilarating sports writing and exceptional storytelling, Dust Bowl Girls conveys the 
intensity of an improbable journey to an epic showdown with the prevailing national champions, helmed 
by the legendary Babe Didrikson.  

 
Eagle Blue: A Team, a Tribe, and a High School Basketball Season in Arctic Alaska – D’Orso, Michael 
 Chronicles the 2004-05 season of the Fort Yukon High School basketball team. Describes the 

community's conflict over traditional culture and modernity and discusses the prevalent alcoholism, 
domestic violence, and lack of education in the community. Also explores the team's dynamic and the 
town's gradual eradication of tradition and heritage. 

 



Eight Men Out: The Black Sox and the 1919 World Series – Asinof, Eliot 
 Describes the backgrounds and motives of the players, the actual plays of the series, the indictments, and 

the famous 1921 trial. 
 
Electric Dreams: One Unlikely Team of Kids and the Race to Build the Car of the Future - Kettlewell, Caroline 
 When Eric Ryan is sent by Teach for America to a hard scrabble high school in the heart of North 

Carolina’s NASCAR country, one of the many things he didn’t count on was Harold Miller sticking his 
head into his class one morning and announcing, "Hey Mr. Ryan, we’re gonna build an electric car." 
Two regional utilities had challenged a group of elite schools throughout the South to design and build 
battery-powered electric vehicles. Although Ryan’s underprivileged high school had not even been on 
the list, somehow Miller had managed to squeak them in and onto an adventure with an ancient Ford 
Escort rescued from the compacter, a few hundred pounds of scavenged golf cart batteries, a local minor 
league NASCAR driver as coach, and the local constabulary looking the other way as the reborn 
"Shocker" began careening over back roads on test runs. 

 
Go Like Hell: Ford, Ferrari, and their Battle for Speed and Glory at Le Mans – Baime, A.J. 
 Presents the story of how Henry Ford II reinvented the Ford Motor Company in the 1960s by entering 

the race car world to compete with Enzo Ferrari at Le Mans. Describes the competitions that eventually 
led to victory for Ford 

 
The Great Swim – Mortimer, Gavin 
 Explores the efforts made by four women to swim across the English Channel in 1926, and details the 

high cost of celebrity that came with success. 
 
Hurricane Season: A Coach, his Team, and their Triumph in the time of Katrina – Thompson, Neal 

 Describes how a football coach and his team in a small high school in New Orleans practice to 
overcome the mistakes they made in a previous game. But Hurricane Katrina struck the entire 
community and the football game was postponed for some time. When the high school team began 
playing football again, the team rose above difficult adversity and defeated a much larger school from 
Utah. 

 
League of Denial: the NFL, Concussions and the Battle for Truth – Fainaru-Wada, Mark and Fainaru, Steve 
 Discusses the brain trauma that NFL players can receive on a regular basis, exploring stories of several 

former NFL players who have showed signs of serious brain injury and a decrease in mental capacity. 
Examines allegations that the NFL knew the danger that players faced and yet hid it from them. 

 
Odd Man Out: a Year on the Mound With a Minor League Misfit – McCarthy, Matt 
 The author chronicles the year he spent pitching for the Provo Angels, the minor league affiliate of the 

Anaheim Angels. McCarthy recounts the ups and downs of his wild season and highlights the stories of 
several teammates who would find their way to stardom. 

 
Thrown – Howley, Kerry 

An account of the experiences and philosophies of two mixed-martial-arts (MMA) cage fighters--one a 
young yet talented apprentice and the other aging veteran--as witnessed by essayist Kerry Howley as she 
followed their fights over the course of three years. 
 

Yes! : My Improbable Journey to the Main Event of WrestleMania – Bryan, Daniel and Tello, Craig 
Explores the life of Daniel Bryan, a professional wrestler with the WWE known as being the “YES!” 
Man. Discusses Bryan’s early life, how he first started wanting to be a professional wrestler, and how he 
has risen up the WWE ladder to become one of the most popular wrestlers. 
 



Science and Nature 
 
Breasts: A Natural and Unnatural History – Williams, Florence 
 Examines the perception of breasts in our modern world, discusses how and why they are physically 

changing, and describes the scientific findings about the life cycle of the breast from puberty to 
pregnancy to menopause. Presents research on nutrition, cancer, psychology, and structural engineering 
to better understand the mammary gland. 

 
Chaser: Unlocking the Genius of the Dog Who Knows a Thousand Words – Pilley, John W. 
 Explores the story of Chaser, a Border collie who has been demonstrated to know and understand over a 

thousand English words, such as "house," "ball," and "tree." Discusses current human knowledge of 
animal intelligence and how language and grammar could potentially be taught to more species than 
previously thought possible. 

 
A Civil Action – Harr, Jonathan 
 The true story of an epic courtroom showdown between two of the nation’s largest corporations and 

their part in the deaths of children who drank what was polluted groundwater. 
 
Death at Sea World: Shamu and the Dark Side of Killer Whales in Captivity – Kirby, David 
 Explores the ethics in keeping killer whales in captivity for entertainment purposes, the intelligence of 

orcas, and several cases where orcas had been involved with the deaths of their trainers. 
  
Dewey: The Small-town Library Cat Who Touched the World – Myron, Vicki 
 Vicki Myron, a librarian in the small town of Spencer, Iowa, tells how she found an abandoned cat in the 

library's book drop and named him Dewey Readmore Books. She describes how the library adopted 
Dewey and his love transformed everyone who knew him including Myron who struggled through the 
loss of her family farm, an alcoholic husband, single motherhood, and a health scare. Dewey lived at the 
library for nineteen years interacting with patrons until his death in 2006 when news of his passing 
brought condolences from around the world. 

  
Gorillas in the Mist – Fossey, Diane 
 Presents Dian Fossey's account of her thirteen years living in a remote African rain forest where she 

conducted groundbreaking research on gorillas and worked to ensure their future. 
 
Greasy Rider – Melville, Greg 
 Two dudes, one fry-oil-powered car, and a cross-country search for a greener future. 
 
Gulp: Adventures on the Alimentary Canal – Roach, Mary 
 Provides an in-depth examination of the human digestive process beginning with the nose and ending 

with excreted waste. Discusses smells and flavors, the inside of the human stomach, constipation, and 
other related topics. 

 
Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks – Skloot, Rebecca 
 Depicts the story of Henrietta Lacks, a poor Southern black woman, whose cells were taken from her 

body without her permission during the 1950s for medical research and continue to be alive and used 
more than sixty years after her death. Discusses the issues of owning our own bodies and why 
Henrietta's family was never informed about her "immortality" for more than twenty years after she 
died. 

 
Krakatoa: The Day the World Exploded: August 27, 1883 – Winchester, Simon 
 Describes the far-reaching effects of the Krakatoa volcanic eruption of 1883. 
 



The Man Who Couldn’t Stop: OCD and the True Story of a Life Lost in Thought – Adam, David 
 The author describes his struggle with obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD), and explores its possible 

causes and treatments. Draws on the latest neurological research, and historical accounts of sufferers and  
their treatments. 

 
Man Who Touched His Own Heart: True Tales of Science, Surgery and Mystery – Dunn, Robert 

Examines the study of the human heart through history offering stories of early doctors and scientists, 
heart studies, the first heart surgeries and heart transplants. 
 

Never Cry Wolf – Mowat, Farley 
Hordes of bloodthirsty wolves are slaughtering the arctic caribou, and the government's Wildlife Service 
assigns naturalist Farley Mowat to investigate. Mowat is dropped alone onto the frozen tundra, where he 
begins his mission to live among the howling wolf packs and study their ways. Contact with his quarry 
comes quickly, and Mowat discovers not a den of marauding killers but a courageous family of skillful 
providers and devoted protectors of their young 

 
Oogy: The Dog Only a Family Could Love – Levin, Larry 
 Author Larry Levin describes the experience of adopting an injured pit bull named Oogy who had been 

used as bait in a dog-fighting ring and was missing an ear and half of his face. 
 
Packing for Mars: The Curious Life of Science in the Void – Roach, Mary 
 Examines the science of traveling and living in outer space without air, gravity, fresh foods, privacy, and 

other features of life on Earth. Discusses the findings of space agencies' research using space 
simulations. 

 
Patient H. M. – Dittrich, Luke 
 In 1953, a twenty-seven-year-old factory worker named Henry Molaison—who suffered from severe 

epilepsy—received a radical new version of the then-common lobotomy, targeting the most mysterious 
structures in the brain. The operation failed to eliminate Henry’s seizures, but it did have an unintended 
effect: Henry was left profoundly amnesic, unable to create long-term memories. Over the next sixty 
years, Patient H.M., as Henry was known, became the most studied individual in the history of 
neuroscience, a human guinea pig who would teach us much of what we know about memory today. 
“Oliver Sacks meets Stephen King in a piercing study of one of psychiatric medicine’s darker hours…a 
mesmerizing, maddening story and a model of journalistic investigation.” 

 
Pawprints of Katrina: Pets Saved and Lessons Learned – Scott, Cathy 
 Provides true tales of animal rescue during Hurricane Katrina 
 
Red Madness: How a Medical Mystery Changed What We Eat – Jarrow, Gail 
 One hundred years ago, a mysterious and alarming illness spread across America's South, striking tens 

of thousands of victims. No one knew what caused it or how to treat it. People were left weak, 
disfigured, insane, and in some cases, dead. Award-winning science and history writer Gail Jarrow 
tracks this disease, commonly known as pellagra, and highlights how doctors, scientists, and public 
health officials finally defeated it. 

 
Run to Failure: BP and the Making of the Deepwater Horizon Disaster – Lustgarten, Abraham 
 An investigation into the practices of the British Petroleum Company that led to the largest oil spill in  
 history. 
   
Spook: Science Tackles the Afterlife – Roach, Mary 
 Explores scientific and religious explanations of life after death in various cultures around the world. 

Includes information on reincarnation, ghosts, and out-of-body experiences. 



 
Stiff: The Curious Lives of Human Cadavers – Roach, Mary 
 Examines what is done with dead bodies and for what purposes and includes discussions on the army 

testing the effects of new rifles on cadavers, experiments with guillotines, and how dead people were the 
first to ride NASA space shuttles. 

 
Trapped Under the Sea – Swidey,Neil 
 Five divers are sent into a 10-mile-long tunnel in Boston Harbor to rescue a cleanup effort that was 

failing. Not all of the divers came out alive. This is a story of human risk and institutional failures that 
can lead to catastrophe. 

 
 
 
  



Mathematics 
 
The Code Book: The Science of Secrecy from Ancient Egypt to Quantum Cryptography – Singh, Simon 
 Traces the evolution of secret writing from ancient Greek military espionage to the frontiers of computer 

science. 
 
Fermat’s Enigma: The Epic Quest to Solve the World’s Greatest Mathematical Problem – Singh, Simon 
 Traces the centuries-long history of the quest to prove the mathematical equation known as Fermat's 

Last Theorem. 
 
The Man Who Counted: A Collection of Mathematical Adventures – Tahan, Malba 
 Adventures of Beremiz Samir who uses his extraordinary mathematical skills to settle disputes, give 

advice, overcome enemies, and win fame and fortune. 
 
The Mystery of the Aleph: Mathematics, the Kabbalah, and the Search for Infinity – Aczel, Amir  
 Examines the life of Georg Cantor and his theories of the infinite based on Greek mathematics and the 

Jewish Kabbalah. 
 
The Riddle of the Labyrinth: The Quest to Crack an Ancient Code – Fox, Margalit 
 Tells the story of efforts to decipher text found on clay tablets uncovered in a Bronze Age palace in 

1900. Describes what the text, dubbed Linear B, represents, and reveals how the code was eventually 
cracked and what information the tablets contained. 


